be lounging these school holidays.
The Department has even compiled book lists for children of different ages -making it easy to find something for your pre-schooler, Preppy, eight-yearold or teenager.
The book lists, which are refreshed every year by reading experts to include popular new releases, form part of the Premiers' Reading Challenge -an annual event that inspires young people of all ages to read more books.
So while their textbooks may be closed for the summer, their brains certainly shouldn't be. Make sure your children have a ready supply of books that appeal to their age and interests these school holidays, and help them discover the joy of reading for fun.
To download a copy of the Premiers' Reading Challenge booklists, visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/ Pages/booklist.aspx
Staffing for 2015
We are very excited to have appointed Cathleen Ryan to the 5/6 classroom vacancy. Cathleen is hoping to visit our school before the end of the year to meet her grade and our staff.
Transition Day 2014
It was very exciting to meet some of the new families joining Drouin West next year on Transition Day. We have a number of families moving into the area as well as families attending other local school transferring to Drouin West. Please help us to make these families feel welcome when you have the opportunity.
Transition Meetings 2015
Student/Teacher/Parent transition meetings will be held in the third week of school next year to enable parents to meet teachers and share information about their child/children. All class teachers will be available on Tuesday February 17 and Wednesday February 18 from 3.30-5.30pm. Appointments will be for around 10 minutes. Parents will be able to arrange an appointment time from the first day of school, by filling in their name on the timetable outside their child's classroom. Parents will be responsible for coordinating their times if they have more than one student.
Student Reports
Student reports have been been sent home with students yesterday. Please take the time to go through the reports with your child and acknowledge the achievements made in the second half of the school year. Should you wish to discuss your child's progress, please contact the class teacher to arrange a convenient time.
As this is the last newsletter for 2014, I would like to thank the wonderful individuals who have contributed in numerous ways to the school throughout the year. It has been a productive and exciting year for our school with a positive focus on learning in all classrooms. To see evidence of students learning throughout the year is a real highlight for me as I've witnessed the achievements for all students in each classroom.
I wish every Drouin West family a safe and restful holiday break, a joyful Christmas and look forward to a fantastic year of learning ahead in 2015!
Help your child beat the brain slump these holidays
Summer holidays are a great time to get your child reading for relaxation.
Most children are pleased to have a break from the rigours of school work over the summer holidays, but many will not open a book again until the beginning of the next school year. Not only does this make it difficult to get back into the swing of study when the time arises, it also means a valuable opportunity is missed.
And that is the opportunity to discover the joy of reading for pleasure.
Reading for pleasure is a wonderful way for your child to escape and unwind. It's also a great way to keep their brain active.
Studies have shown that children who stop reading over the school holidays experience something American researchers call the "summer slide" -a term used to refer to students' learning losses over the summer break.
Researchers used the analogy of a 'tap' to provide some insight into their findings, saying that while children are at school there is a flow of information, and all children have the same opportunities to learn.
When they are not at school, however, that 'tap' is turned off, unless there is some active engagement with books or other resources. Children whose 'tap' stays on throughout the summer holidays return to school with an advantage over those whose 'tap' may have been turned off for the past two months.
Over time, that advantage accumulates, and becomes a reason why some children are more successful at school than others.
Success aside, there is a world of enjoyment waiting to be discovered inside the pages of picture books and novels. Books are perfect for the sofa, the back lawn and the beach -all the places your child is most likely to
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Library Books
Thank you to those families who have continued to return all their library books.
School Accounts
It is great to have families settle outstanding accounts. Please ensure all accounts are paid as soon as possible.
Lost Property
Parents are urged to check lost property to ensure that all items are collected before the end of the year. Lost property is housed outside Mrs Barson's classroom.
Student Free Days/Staff Development and Planning Days
Each year, schools are provided with four student-free days for professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum development, and student assessment and reporting purposes. The first two days of Term 1 will be student-free days at Drouin West which will allow for appropriate professional development and planning to take place. All students (Prep to 6) will start back at school on Friday January 30. 
Happy Birthday !!!!!!
Chaplain's News
Hi everyone,
We have seen some tragic news this week as we have watched the events unfold in Sydney. We send our sincere condolences to all impacted by this most dreadful tragedy. And to those families who are being destroyed by grief we are so sorry.
I was listening to an educational counsellor, named Sharon Witt, on the radio this morning who was sharing how we support our children process this news. She was saying it is best if young children do not watch the images on the TV. They do not have the capacity to process this information and it would not be helpful for them to watch.
For adolescents who may have witnessed the events unfold, she said try and have a conversation with your teenager. Talk about what happened and how dreadful it is. Reassure them that this is an unusual event in this country and generally we are safe. The counsellor suggested lighting a candle to remember the victims might be a helpful thing to do or some people like to pray for the people involved. Every family has their own way of dealing with grief and responding to it, by these little ways may help someone in your family process it.
On a lighter note I would like to wish everyone a lovely Christmas time with their families. Even though it's always a busy time of year in our Australian culture, as schools finish up, it's a time to show kindness to others and to express gratitude for all we have. CONNIE CONNECTIVE Santa, I should get an Xbox1 because I have been a very good boy this year. They may cost a bit but you should still get me one Santa. By Callum Pemberton 1/2A
